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1. BEGIN SUMMARY: ON MAY 28 THE COMMITTEE OF PERMANENT REPRESENTA- 
TIVES (COREPER) AGREED TO THE TEXT OF THE COMMUNITY'S LETTER NOTIFYING 

GATT DIRECTOR GENERAL LONG OF THE LOME CONVENTION. THE FRENCH 
MAINTAINED A RESERVATION ABOUT INCLUDING A REFERENCE TO ARTICLE XXIV 
BUT THEY WERE OPPOSED BY THE REST. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE LOCAL 
FRENCH DELEGATION IS RECOMMENDING TO PARIS THAT THE FRENCH RESER- 
VATION BE DROPPED. WELLENSTEIN TOLD THE COREPER THAT THE 
COMMISSION INTENDED TO DO ITS BEST TO AVOID USELESS LEGAL 
WRANGLES IN THE GATT, BUT IF OTHER STATES INSISTED ON 
ATTACKING THE CONVENTION ON LEGAL GROUNDS. THE EC WOULD 
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HAVE TO RELY ON LEGAL-TYPE DEFENSES, INCLUDING ARTICLE XXIV. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. PERM REP AND COMMISSION SOURCES HAVE INFORMED US THAT 
AT THE MAY 28 MEETING OF THE COREPER THE COMMISSION AND ALL 
MEMBER STATES. EXCEPT FRANCE, OPPOSED A REFERENCE TO 
ARTICLE XXIV ;6 IN THE EC'S LETTER TO GATT DIRECTOR GENERAL 
LONG. THE FRENCH MAINTAINED THAT THEY WERE UNDER RIGID 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARIS AND COULD NOT AGREE TO ELIMINATE 
SUCH A REFERENCE. HOWEVER, THEY DID AGREE TO RECOMMEND 
THAT PARIS ALLOW THEM TO WITHDRAW THE RESERVAION. THE 
UNDERSTADING IS THAT UNLESS FRANCE NOTIFIES THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COREPER SHORTLY THE COMMUNITY'S LETTER WILL NOT 
CONTAIN A REFERENCE TO ARTICLE XXL SHOULD THE FRENCH 
MAINTAIN THEIR RESERVATION, THE MATTER WILL HAVE TO BE 
TAKEN UP ONCE AGAIN IN THE COREPER. IN VIEW OF THIS 
DEVELOPMENT, THE MISSION BELIEVES THAT AN APPROACH TO THE 
CAPITALS OF THE MEMBER STATES IS UNNECESSARY AT THIS TIME. 

3. WITH THE EXCEPTION MENTIONED ABOVE, THE COREPER IS NOW 
IN AGREEMENT ON THE TEXT OF THE COMMUNITY'S LETTER (SEE 
SEPTEL FOR TEXT). THE OFFICIAL ENGLISH VERSION IS SIMILAR 

TO THE TEXT INCLUDED IN REFTEL A WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE 
CHANGE REPORTED IN PARAGRAPH 3, REFTEL C. HOWEVER, AS 
WASHINGTON WILL NOTE FROM THE SEPTEL, THOUGH THE LATTER 
CHANGE DELETED THE REFERENCE TO DEROGATION. IT DID NOT 
DELETE THE ENTIRE SENTENCE BUT MERELY REWORDED IT. 

4. DURING THE COURSE OF THE COREPER DISCUSSION, THE 

FRENCH PRESSED WET J.F.NSTF.TN ON HOW HE INTENDED TO DEFEND THE 
LEGALITY OF THE LOME CONVENTION IF THERE WERE NO REFERENCE 
TO ARTICLE XXIV IN THE COMMUNITY'S LETTER. WELLENSTEIN 
ANSWERED THAT THE COMMISSION WANTED TO DO ITS BEST TO 
AVOID PROVOKING USELESS OR PROVOCATIVE DISCUSSIONS OF LEGAL 
ISSUES. HOWEVER, IF OTHERS SHOULD INSIST ON ATTACKING THE 
CONVENTION ON LEGAL GROUNDS, ARTICLE XXIV WOULD HAVE TO 
BE ONE ELEMENT OF THE COMMUNITY’S DEFENSE OF THE AGREEMENT. 

5. AFTER WE HEARD THE ABOVE ACCOUNT, WE INFORMED PHAN VAN 

PHI THAT WE THOUGHT HE SHOULD UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE COMMUNITY DOING THEIR BEST TO AVOID A LEGAL 
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DISPU. THIS WAS THE BASIS OF OUR PREVIOUS DISCUSSION. IF. 

HOWEVER, THE LEGAL QUESTION SHOULD ARISE AND IF THE COMMUNITY 
SHOULD MAKE A DEFENSE ON ARTICLE XXIV GROUNDS, HE SHOULD UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE UNABLE TO LET THE MATTER PASS 
WITHOUT COMMENT. CONSEQUENTLY WE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT 
THE COMMUNITY DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO SELL ITS PRAGMATIC 
JUSTIFICATION AND AVOID BEING DRAWN ON THE ARTICLE 
XXIV ISSUE. 
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6. THE COMMUNITY'S TIMETABLE NOW SEEMS SOMEWHAT ADVANCED 
FROM THAT REPORTED IN REFTEL A. THEY ARE INTERESTED IN 
CLEARING UP THE LANGUAGE BEFORE THE JUNE 5-6 GEORGETOWN MEETING 
OF THE ACP'S. IN VIEW OF THIS SITUATION, WE BELIEVE 
IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE — HERE OR IN CAPITALS — TO 
PERSUADE THE EC TO ACCEPT DRAFTING CHANGES TO ITS LETTER OF 
NOTIFICATION UNLESS THERE IS A FUNDAMENTAL SUBSTANTIVE ISSUE 
INVOLVED (SEE REFTEL Bj.GREENWALD 
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